
AREA COUNCIL 18th AUGUST 2018 - SUMMARY 

 

Area Council met for the first time in its new venue of Phoenix Hall, Bovey Tracey. A bright and 

spacious hall with digital presentation facilities (even if we could not get them to work on this 

occasion!) 

Arrangements were agreed for the 2019 AGM. This will be held at Dartington Hall on 9th February, 

with Ramblers Chair Kate Ashbrook invited to be our speaker (attendance to be confirmed). Full 

details will be circulated to groups.  

Changes were agreed to the Impact Report, now to be known as “Devon Ramblers Highlights”. Most 

copies are to be issued by email in pdf form, with the print run being restricted to just 1,000 copies. 

The photographic competition has been cancelled, no entries having been received, and walk 

landscapes are instead to be sent through to Celia Minoughan for compilation. 

Progress on implementing the General Data Protection Regulations and with the Walkabout Festival 

was reviewed. The latter was labelled “a flop” in Devon, and George Coles will be writing to Central 

Office with our views. 

George Coles reported on the findings of his email survey of new members. 34% find us through the 

internet (34%) or social media (20%), and 59% join because they want to join a local group. Only 3% 

had seen the, “Enjoy Devon on Foot” leaflet, so this will not be reprinted. 

Celia Minoughan had set up Devon Area Facebook and Twitter accounts in March, they now had 152 

and 311 followers respectively. A Social Media Workshop is planned for 12th January at Phoenix Hall. 

Due to the expanding work programme, it was agreed to advertise for an Assistant Social Media Co-

ordinator. A marketing plan for 2019 will be discussed at Area Council in November. 

It was agreed to add a bid for £6,000 towards the Dartmoor Way to our Area budget bid to Central 

Office. Other fundraising options were also discussed. With this amendment the budget was agreed 

for submission.  

James Baldwin reported on Unity Bank charges – groups are encouraged to make all payments 

electronically to avoid payment of these charges. 

James Baldwin will be stepping down as Area Treasurer at the 2020 AGM, and it was agreed to 

advertise for his successor.  

Mike Long will produce a pdf of Walks for the Festival of Winter Walks. He has been invited by 

Central Office to join the Web Review Board to rebuild the national website. 

John Skinner reported that All England Coast Path proposals for Minehead to Combe Martin and 

Lyme Regis to Kingswear are with DEFRA. 

Advertisements for the 2 vacancies mentioned above (Assistant Social Media Co-ordinator and Area 

Treasurer) and for the position of area Secretary are to be drafted, and executive officers will 

monitor progress on recruitment on a 6-weekly basis.  

Next meeting – 17th November 2018 at Phoenix Hall, Bovey Tracey 

 


